Wisdom and Destiny

You are told you should love your
neighbour as yourself; but if you love
yourself meanly, childishly, timidly, even
so shall you love your neighbour. Learn
therefore to love yourself with a love that
is wise and healthy, that is large and com-
plete. This is less easy than it would
seem. There is more active charity in
the egoism of a strenuous clairvoyant soul
than in all the devotion of the soul that:
is helpless and blind. Before you exist
for others it behoves you to exist for
yourself; before giving, you first must
acquire. Be sure that, if deeply con-
sidered, more value attaches to the particle
of consciousness gained than to the gift of
your entire unconsciousness. Nearly all
the great things of this world have been
done by men who concerned themselves